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Image from proposal ”Next Jönköping”, page 1. View from Kämpevägen looking west. Wingårdh arkitektkontor AB and BuroHappold ApS.

Image from proposal ”Next Jönköping”, page 3. Aerial view from southwest. Wingårdh arkitektkontor AB and BuroHappold ApS.
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Competition
Background
Following a prequalification process, Jönköping Municipal
Authority, through the auspices of Södra Munksjön
Utvecklings AB, issued an invitation in March 2016 to four
teams to participate in an ideas competition relating to a
future station area intended to serve a high-speed rail link.
The station will be located south of Lake Munksjön. The
competition has now come to an end and the judging panel
has selected a winner.
Jönköping has developed positively as a regional centre.
The aim is for the centre of Jönköping to become the most
attractive urban core in Scandinavia for a town of its size. A
fundamental starting point for this vision is the link between
economic development and societal development in general.
By creating an attractive and accessible urban centre,
regional competitiveness can be reinforced.
Once the planned high-speed rail links between Stockholm
and Gothenburg and Stockholm and Malmö have been
completed, the town will become a vital hub on the routes
between Stockholm and Gothenburg and between
Stockholm and Malmö. With a new joint station location south
of Lake Munksjön, the high-speed rail links will contribute
to regional expansion that will prove to be both attractive

and sustainable. A new station and the adjoining areas
will be designed in such a way that social, environmental
and economic sustainability will be promoted and the
attractiveness of the town will be enhanced. The content and
design will ensure that the economic potential of the area
from a regional point of view will be fully utilised.
Previous studies have shown that an elevated station location
is preferable in terms of the urban environment and track
geometry. The new station area will thus have a tangible
impact on the future urban landscape of Jönköping. Correctly
designed, the station will become a highly popular landmark
for the town and it will contribute to reinforcing not only the
central areas of the town but also the region as a whole. The
now completed ideas competition has been an integral part
of putting the town’s visions and strategies into practice.

Aim of the competition
The now concluded competition aimed to:
•

visualise ideas and the conceivable content and potential
design of a new station area south of Lake Munksjön

Digital image of Södra Munksjön. Image från Södra Munksjön Utvecklings AB.
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•

show how the station could be incorporated into the
planned expansion of the Södra Munksjön area as a
whole.

•

EGA, Erik Guidice Architects, Paris & Stockholm, together
with Systra, Paris, Noema Culture & Place Mapping,
London, and Calluna AB, Linköping

The results will be used to create an understanding of the
potential appearance of a future station area, what it could
include and how it could contribute to urban development in
Jönköping as a whole.

•

Wingårdh Arkitektkontor AB, Gothenburg, together with
BuroHappold ApS, Copenhagen

Submitted proposals

Competition brief

The following four proposals were submitted on time and
were approved by the judging panel for further assessment:

The participants were assigned the task of presenting a
design and content proposal for a new station and station
area as well as development in the immediate area. A
competition programme dated March 17, 2016 formed the
basis for the competition.

Proposal 1: “Connecting”
Proposal 2: “Jönköping +”
Proposal 3: “The Canopy”
Proposal 4: “Next Jönköping”

The competition brief comprised the following:

Competition judging panel

•

The competition judging panel comprised:

Present a design proposal for the station and the station
area in a way that these two components form an
integral part of Södra Munksjön and the growing town
centre and at the same time elucidate and enhance the
significance of the location to the town and the region.

•

Ann-Marie Nilsson, Municipal Councillor and Chair of the
Municipal Council (Chair)

•

Carin Berggren, Municipal Councillor

•

Mona Forsberg, Municipal Councillor

•

Carl-Johan Korsås, City Director

Present designs for the interface with neighbouring
development within Skeppsbron, particularly the central
area with two taller buildings and intervening urban
space.

•

Katarina Bröms, City Planning Director

•

Agneta Jansmyr, Regional Director, Jönköping County
Region

•

Present the logistics and flows to/from the station
building and within the area for pedestrians, cyclists,
public transport and road traffic.

•

Lennart Andersson, Regional Manager, Swedish
Transport Administration, Southern Region, Landscape
Architect LAR/MSA

•

Present the service, retail and cultural content, where the
focus in urban development is on encounters, offices,
research and education.

•

Joaquin Jiménez Otero, International Senior Vice-Director,
Adif, Spain

•

Anders Svensson, Professor, Architect SAR/MSA,
appointed by the Swedish Association of Architects

•

Stellan Fryxell, Architect SAR/MSA, appointed by the
Swedish Association of Architects

•

•

Present a design proposal for the viaduct, including the
location of the tracks and platforms, and how the area
beneath the bridge will be arranged and used.

Competing teams
The competition was only open to invited teams, selected
through an open qualification process. A total of 33 teams
notified their interest based on an invitation dated November
30, 2015. Following prequalification, the teams selected were:
•

ARUP Architecture & Urban Planning, London

•

COBE ApS together with Kragh & Berglund
Landskabsarkitekter A/S and Moe Rådgivende Ingeniører
A/S, all from Copenhagen
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To support it in its work, the judging panel engaged the
services of planning, traffic and rail experts.
The secretary to the panel was Bo Aronsson, Architect SAR/
MSA, Södra Munksjön Utvecklings AB. The competition
official was Ing-Marie Svensson, Jönköping Municipal
Authority.
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Panel statement and decision
Collective assessment of the results of the
competition
The basis for the competition was a carefully formulated
programme that had been approved by the judging
panel. The aim behind the now-concluded competition
was to develop and visualise ideas, conceivable content
and a potential design of a new station area south of Lake
Munksjön. During the course of its assessment, the panel
focused on how the competition proposals submitted
contributed with ideas and solutions that were of interest in
the future task of designing a station area at Södra Munksjön,
and how they satisfy the requirements set out in the
competition programme.
In the final evaluation, the judging panel examined the
competition proposals based on the assessment criteria
presented in the competition programme. The criteria are:
•

The relationship between the station area and the way it
fits into the surrounding district and the town

•

The station area and the organisation, function and
design of the station

•

The content, scope and mixture (retail, office, housing
etc.) in the proposal

•

Traffic flows and logistics, particularly the interaction
between national, regional and local public transport

•

The design of urban space, cycle tracks, pedestrian
thoroughfares, streets and other public areas

•

Feasibility

Overall, the four submitted competition proposals highlight
both the opportunities and the difficulties encountered in
designing a station area at Södra Munksjön to serve a highspeed rail link. None of the proposals met all the programme
requirements entirely. In the opinion of the judging panel,
proposal number 4, “Next Jönköping”, was the one that
responded well to the majority of the requirements.

In the summing up by the panel of the review and the
assessment, two proposals stand out as being of interest as
a basis for continued work on a future station area. These are
proposal number 2, “Jönköping +”, and proposal number 4,
“Next Jönköping”. Both these proposals demonstrate how a
station can be integrated in a thought-provoking way into the
envisaged urban structure in the area. Both proposals are also
flexible and offer scope for development.
Other proposals focused on highlighting specific parts
of the programme and thus failed to demonstrate how
certain functions would be addressed. Proposal number 1,
“Connecting” actively deviated from the programme with
regard to the location of the high-speed rail link and the
station area. Despite this, the panel still opted to include the
proposal in its assessment due to the fact that it contributed,
among other things, to highlighting disruptions, risks and
barrier effects in the area.
Proposal number 2 “Jönköping +” has advantages with regard
to urban design and reinforcement of the north-south axis,
i.e. Industrigatan-Tallahovsesplanaden. However, the proposal
revealed a number of obvious shortcomings as it deviated
from key programme requirements with regard to the rail
tracks and links to regional rail systems.
The strengths of proposal number 4, “Next Jönköping” were
its integration into the district, a high degree of functionality
and its feasibility. However, the proposal appears to be largescale and the station identity is relatively weak.
The judging panel finds the other two proposals of less
interest for future work on the station area due to design
weaknesses, incomplete solutions and/or deviations from the
programme.
Proposal number 1, “Connecting” contributes to the
discussion of risks and disruptions but on the whole reveals
considerable shortcomings and the panel found few benefits
that could be highlighted.
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In proposal number 3, “The Canopy”, the focus is mainly on
creating a very expressive and exciting design for the roof
of the station. At the same time, this meant that other key
issues relating to the interface between the station area and
adjoining areas of the city were not highlighted.
The competition, and its assessment, have demonstrated that
there are a number of issues that need to be clarified in the
lead-up to future work on both the design of the high-speed
rail link through Jönköping and the station area at Södra
Munksjön. At present, the Swedish Transport Administration
does not have any final guidelines what apply to either the
track or the station. This relates both to the number and
location of the tracks as well as requirements relating to
noise barriers and risk distances. These issues could have a
considerable impact on the potential for realising the ideas in

each proposal that were highlighted by the judging panel.
Preliminary requirement specifications were presented in the
competition programme. The participants, with the exception
of “Connecting”, opted to adopt a relatively free position with
regard to these issues, which mirrors the position adopted by
the municipal authority in the general programme.
The competition has also demonstrated that the task of
linking the Jönköping and Vaggeryd lines will be of major
significance to the station design.
During the course of the assessment, the issue of a depot was
raised. The competition brief did not include showing where
and how a depot could be arranged/located.

Illustration from the competition programme, page 8. The competition area is marked in red. Illustration from Jönköping Municipal Authority.
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Decision of the panel
The panel, following its assessment, has decided to declare proposal number 4 “Next Jönköping” as the winner of the ideas
competition. The citation from the judging panel is as follows:
Proposal number 4, “Next Jönköping” is convincing in its strong commitment to addressing the brief and of all the proposals it
responded best to the many questions posed in the programme. The design of the area is attractive and links up well with the
district and the town and in general. The station area and the station itself demonstrate a very good level of functionality for
travellers, residents, workers and visitors. The design can be developed further by toning down the scale of the public spaces
and by giving the station a strong identity. The proposal is deemed to be viable.
The other proposals are ranked as follows
Second place: Proposal number 2, “Jönköping +”
Third place: Proposal number 3, “The Canopy”
Fourth place: Proposal number 1, “Connecting”
The panel would like to take the opportunity to thank all the participants for their proposals, which were carefully formulated
and in general highlight well how the station area at Södra Munksjön could be designed and developed as well as the issues that
remain to be resolved before the process can commence.

Jönköping, September 9, 2016

Ann-Marie Nilsson			

Carin Berggren

Mona Forsberg			

Carl-Johan Korsås

Katarina Bröms			

Agneta Jansmyr

Lennart Andersson		

Joaquin Jimenéz Otero

Anders Svensson		

Stellan Fryxell
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Competition proposals
ideas competition

Södra Munksjön - Jönköping
SOCIAL-ECONOMICS OF MOVING THE STATION

Proposal no. 1, “Connecting”
Our proposal will give Jönköping future possibilities to develop the new area south and
east of Munksjöen in a holistic manner. Phasing and new ideas for development can be
incorporated over the years with very little impact to the infrastructure.

The quality of living and working in the area will be very positive and by placing new cultural
initiatives in the area, this development can be a main driver for deliver a significant quantum
of new residential, whilst also helping to deliver employment and opportunities for a finer
grain of offices / studios and ateliers, alongside the big employers like Ikea and Husqvarna
and Electrolux.
The new site for the High Speed Station will give better accessibility for larger development of
Jönköping, and it will all be connected by an array of transportation modes.

The business plan and revenue from being able to develop the new part of the city without
the constraints of an enormous High-Speed station is significant.
We have estimated an extra gross area of new development to be in the order of 250.000 to
300.000 m2 divided on housing, retail, offices and commercial.
A possible future relocation of the existing stabling and rail facilities north of Solåsvägen will
add a potential extra 30.000 to 50.000m2.
Placing the station with a bridge head on the east of Munksjöen will potentially give access
to develop the north area effectively, and add value to the development plan for the future of
Jönköping.

Placing the High Speed Station in Munksjöen has minor cost implications, which must be seen The new High-Speed Station will be the connector for Jönköping.
in the context of a more humane and liveable city.

Image from proposal ”Connecting”, page 3. Summer Artistic Render.

City Green Network Diagram

Station and Competition Area Plan

1:2500
Image
from proposal ”Connecting”, page 5. Station and Competition Area Plan, 1:2500.
Kämpevägem
Munksjön

The complete version of the proposals can be downloaded from www.sodramunksjon.se
Diagrammatic Section Showing the Station - Programme Layout
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Proposer
ARUP Architecture & Planning, London, through Nille JuulSörensen, Vinicius De Squeira, Arthur Smart, Ivo Barros,
Malcolm Smith and Jo Wright.

Statement by the judging panel
The proposal deviates from the requirements in the
competition programme with regard to the location of the
high-speed rail link and the station area. Despite this, the
panel has opted to include the proposal for assessment as
it contributes to the discussion relating to noise, risks and
other disruptions. However, the proposal does not offer
any convincing answers to these questions and generally
demonstrates major shortcomings in other respects.
The design represents a strong physical and visual barrier,
which takes away completely the landscape qualities of Lake
Munksjön. The visual contact across the lake is removed
and the water surface is split into four parts. In the same way,
there are major intrusions into adjacent nature areas around
the two lakes, Munksjön and Rocksjön. The concept of a
high-speed rail link risks having negative connotations due to
what would be dominating and barrier-creating elements in a
highly popular natural environment and urban environment.
The proposed route for the high-speed rail link has
implications for adjoining urban districts and how the existing
tracks and infrastructure can be linked to the neighbouring
parts of the town. Such a sweeping change in the planning
conditions must, if it is to be of interest, contribute with
significant additional qualities which the panel is unable to
identify in the proposal. The primary benefit of the proposal
is that it adds a unified block of developable land at Södra
Munksjön, which could comprise a gross area of 250,000 300,000 m².
By locating the station to the east of Lake Munksjön, the
potential of the station to create synergies, dynamism,
spontaneous encounters and an array of activities that a

station in the centre of this new urban district could generate,
is lost. Likewise, the accessibility of the station for different
travellers and modes of transport. The importance as a
focal point for regular travellers and visitors is diminished
substantially in comparison with the location south of Lake
Munksjön presented in the competition programme.
The proposal reveals a shortcoming in the fact that the
station can only be reached from one direction by public
transport. The distances from the arrival points to the
platforms are considerable, which reduces accessibility and
overall appeal. The panel is unable to identify logical links
to parking facilities for bicycles and cars adjacent to the
station area. The Jönköping line ends at a terminus and the
Vaggeryd line has been transformed into a light railway.
The parking area above the station and the covered tracks
are per se exciting and well-designed. However, if the
illustrated experience is to become a reality, the facility would
require extensive maintenance, which would prove costly.
The panel is uncertain whether the general public would be
inclined to make going 20 m up into the air a daily event or
whether it would just be just on the odd occasion. From a
security point of view, this park area could result in risks and
a feeling of unease as there would be certain times of the
day when the area would be less frequented. The area has
poor prerequisites for creating a genuine link in an east-west
direction.
The proposal would involve a complex and expensive
construction in water, which would require extensive
environmental studies and environmental court rulings.
The facility would probably be expensive to maintain. It is
difficult to see how the station could contribute to generating
revenue by renting out space in the facility in question.
The development benefits that could arise south of Lake
Munksjön are not linked directly to the station area.
On the whole, the panel finds that the proposal does not
incorporate the solutions and features that could form the
basis for future work on a station area at Södra Munksjön.
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Proposal no. 2, “Jönköping +”

Image from proposal ”Jönköping +”, page 1.

Image from proposal ”Jönköping +”, page 3. View from the urban forest towards the station.

The complete version of the proposals can be downloaded from www.sodramunksjon.se
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Proposer
COBE ApS, Copenhagen, through Dan Stubbergaard, Mads
Birger Kristensen, Marine Pierson, Mark Aron Thomsen,
Kristoffer Harling and Natalia Raczkowska.
Consultants:
Kragh & Berglund A/S, Copenhagen, through Jonas Berglund,
Kristine Fogh Harboe and Anna Katrine Jensen.
Moe A/S, Copenhagen, through Bo Dollerup Reinsborg,
Camilla Hviid Hummer and Trine Fog Jakobsen.

Statement by the judging panel
The proposed design of the station area is incorporated well
into the district, it reinforces the urban development vision
for Jönköping, and it provides a clear identity for both the
district and the station. The solution presented facilitates
contact with the water and draws greenery from the shores
of Lake Munksjön into the district, linking the street space
of Tallahovsesplanaden and Industrigatan to a joint northsouth urban space. The proposal offers good potential for
development and considerable flexibility.
The station and its roof have an aesthetically appealing design
and include materials from the Småland region, such as wood
and glass. However, a large superstructure could result in
deserted, unsafe areas. Access to the platforms via escalators
and lifts spread across a large area is very good. The panel is
doubtful about the solution whereby the station functions are
located in the buildings adjacent to the track area. It ought to
be possible to locate these functions in the large area under
the railway bridge, which in the proposal is mainly presented
as a large public space that would be difficult to utilise.
The proposal presents a total of 250,000 m² of gross area with
potential for a range of very good additional functions, as well
as generality and flexibility. However, considerably better use
ought to be made of the large area under the railway bridge.

The panel notes that the requested track running southwards
on Industrigatan is not presented. It could possibly be placed
on one of the envisaged north-south routes without affecting
the main character of the proposal. Nor does the proposal
show how the Jönköping and Vaggeryd lines will link up to
the station, which is a very tangible flaw. The outer tracks for
high-speed trains passing through the station must have a
different geometry to the one presented.
The proposal presents a very attractive design for the
streets and squares, including trees in all the street spaces. It
includes a large proportion of what could be termed shared
space (various modes of transport in common areas), which
could have adverse consequences in terms of acquiring
an overview and could lead to a conflict between different
modes of transport.
The arrival points for trams and buses are on Kämpevägen,
which involves rail travellers walking some distance to/from
the platforms. There is very good access for pedestrians
and cyclists. Taxi and car traffic arrive from the north and
regional buses from the south. It is assumed that all parking is
underground on the blocks adjacent to the railway area.
The proposal could be developed and is probably
feasible assuming that the shortcomings in relation to the
programme requirements can be rectified. However, the large
covered areas could result in substantial construction and
maintenance costs. The design of the bridges and roof are
probably underdimensioned.
On the whole, the judging panel finds that the proposal has
significant qualities which would be interesting to incorporate
in the work on a future station area. It also highlights, through
a deviation from the programme, the potential for how the
area could be designed if the track system is limited to six
tracks. A solution such as this would open up the potential for
extensive development close to the station, assuming that
noise and safety issues can be addressed.
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Proposal no. 3, ”The Canopy”

Image from proposal ”The Canopy”, page 1.

Image from proposal ”The Canopy”, page 3. View from the train station entrance.

The complete version of the proposals can be downloaded from www.sodramunksjon.se
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Proposer
Erik Guidice Architects, Paris & Stockholm, through Erik
Guidice, Nicolas Millot, Ayaka Uezumi, Federico Manella,
Gustav Magnusson, Yvonne Caragogounis, Ali Dehbonei
(Systra consultant), Magnus Tuvendal (Caluna consultant)
and Lia Ghilardi (Noema consultant).

The presentation of additional buildings in the proposal
is flawed. At the junction of Tallahovsesplanaden and
Kämpevägen, the design is illustrated by two residential
blocks, each with a tall building. The proposal only presents
additional gross area for those premises adjacent to the
actual station entrance area, totalling approximately 10,000
m². Otherwise, it is difficult to determine how much additional
development as possible.

Statement by the judging panel
The strength of the proposal is in the design of the central
roof construction. It is expansive, exciting and in a number
of respects aesthetically pleasing. It has the prerequisites for
becoming an icon building and a landmark for Jönköping.
However, it is large-scale, which means that the design would
dominate the surroundings, with limited space for other
additional development.
The station has platforms for regional rail traffic placed to
the north and for high-speed trains to the south. Switching
between the two systems is relatively simple. However,
the panel is of the opinion that the presented link-up of the
Vaggeryd line is not possible in technical terms.
The entrances to the platforms are centrally located beside
Industrigatan, which forms the north-south axis. The entrance
situation, however, is slightly unclear in terms of function
and design, with escalators and lifts apparently located in
commercial space. The platforms can only be reached from a
central location.
The shape of the large roof construction means that it would
be difficult to change or develop over time. The construction
includes ramps leading up to viewing points at roof level,
which could potentially attract additional visitors to the
station.

The location of the tramway is subordinate to the main northsouth axis, resulting in relatively long distances between the
bus/tram stops and the platforms. The radii presented are
insufficient. Arrival by car and taxi takes place from the south.
The panel has found it difficult to determine where parking for
bicycles and cars would be located. Likewise, the presentation
does not state where regional buses would stop. The use and
design of the city space, streets and zones generally is only
presented schematically and is difficult to assess.
The proposal would probably be difficult to implement with a
costly construction and high maintenance costs. At the same
time, complementary functions that could provide a revenue
flow are limited. The proposal does not state how additional
development can be linked to the station area and nor does
it state how revenue from this development could contribute
to covering the costs for all the necessary municipal facilities
in the area.
The judging panel finds that the proposal, despite its
large-scale approach and an exciting design, should not be
put forward as a basis for future work on the station area at
Södra Munksjön. The proposal is difficult to implement and
there are far too many unresolved issues. Nor does it have
the flexibility to cope with changes that may arise during the
implementation process or which may be necessary
over time.
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Proposal no. 4, ”Next Jönköping”

Image from proposal ”Next Jönköping”, page 1. View from Kämpevägen looking west.
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The complete version of the proposals can be downloaded from www.sodramunksjon.se

14

Statement by the Judging Panel
Ideas Competition for a station area at Södra Munksjön, Jönköping

Proposer
Wingårdh Arkitektkontor AB, Gothenburg, through Gert
Wingårdh and Jonas Edblad.
Co-workers:
Aron Davidsson, David Lindqvist, Hugo Jutler, Peter
Hauffman, Sofia Arvidson, Fredrik Gullberg, Micael Dillner and
Pieter Sierts.
Consultants:
BuroHappold ApS, Copenhagen, through Rod Manson,
Martin Petersen, Simon Fryer, Paul Roberts and Mikhail
Bolshakov.

Statement by the judging panel
The proposal is convincing in its fervent commitment
to addressing the brief and by responding best of all the
proposals to the many questions posed in the programme.
The proposal is clear, easily understood and well presented.
The proposed station area has been integrated well into the
district and the urban structure, with carefully presented links
for cyclists, pedestrians and public transport. Logistics issues
related to the station have been resolved satisfactorily with
good orientation and short distances for changes between
different modes of transport.
The panel is of the opinion that the size of the station is
realistic. However, it would be desirable to have better access
to the platforms. It is positive that the space under the bridge
is well utilised, as it could appeal to both travellers and visitors.
It could also create a sense of security and offer a good
revenue base. However, the location of the covered parking
facility is unfortunate as it cuts off the commercial areas from
the station and risks generating a great deal of road traffic on
Kämpevägen.
The proposed roof construction with a solar panel system
appears to be achievable and incorporates known
components. The design, however, does not create a
sufficiently strong identity for the station. The collective
impression is that the design of the station does not respond
entirely to the ambition set out in the programme for the
creation of a landmark building. Wood is relevant and

sustainable although the proposed design appears to be
rather conventional.
The panel is positive to the creation of a park in a southerly
location beside the piazza, as it could add green elements to
the southern part and it would more than adequately resolve
the routing of the trams. The northern piazza appears to be
deserted and large-scale, a result of the unbroken land cover
with a lack of variety, the large dimensions and the raised roof
in the central section.
Tallahovsesplanaden is proposed as an activity area divided
into zones. The possibility of activities is positive although
the panel is not convinced about the proposed design as the
division into zones would have a negative impact on the link
between the station and the lake, as the activity area literally
cuts off movement between the two.
The proposal includes approximately 280,000 m² of gross
developed area. This is positive from an urban environment
point of view, as it offers the opportunity for mixed functions
and together with the development of Skeppsbron it also
offers a good basis for local retail and general service
provision.
The reported mix of functions is satisfactory. However, the
judging panel is not convinced about the idea of placing taller
buildings randomly within the district. The design of the block
closest to Tallahovsesplanaden is appropriate as it offers good
potential for retail and office space but also for the inclusion of
attractive housing.
It is the opinion of the panel that the proposal is capable of
being developed and is in all probability feasible.
Overall, the panel finds that the proposal has features that are
interesting as a basis for the continued work on designing
the station area at Södra Munksjön. The strength of the
proposal lies in its integration with the district and the high
degree of functionality and feasibility. The proposal meets
the majority of the requirements set out in the programme
and it demonstrates how they can be accommodated at
the location in question. However, the design is not entirely
convincing with regard to the scale of the public spaces and
the identity of the station.
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